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Roberto Foa

Dipartimento di Biotecnologie Cellulari ed Ematologia
Sezione di Ematologia

Via Benevento, 6

00161 ROMA

+39 06/85795753
+39 06/85795792
rfoa@bce.uniromal.it

1976 - 1979
Researcher with a grant from the Leukemia Research Fund
MRC Leukaemia Unit

Royal Postgraduate Medical School and Hammersmith Hospital of London.

1980 - 1999
Associate Professor of Medical Oncology
University of Turin

1991 - 1992
Sabbatical leave
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center of New York

From 1999
Professor of Hematology
‘Sapienza’ University of Rome

From 2003
Head
Institute of Hematology, ‘Sapienza’ University of Rome

From 2003
Chairman of the Postgraduate School in Hematology
‘Sapienza’ University of Rome

2003-2011
Chairman of the PhD course in “Hematologic Sciences”,
Institute of Hematology, ‘Sapienza’ University of Rome
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From 2012

Coordinatore of the Hematologic curriculum of the PhD course in “Immunologic, Hematologic and
Rheumatologic”

‘Sapienza’ University of Rome

From 1989 to 2008

Founder and co-editor of Leukemia and Lymphoma and of Reviews in Clinical and Experimental
Hematology

1990

Together with D. Catovsky (London) has written the book " The Lymphoid Leukaemias"
Butterworths

1994

In collaboration with G. Forni, A. Santoni and L. Frati, has edited the book "Cytokine-induced Tumor
Immunogenicity. From Exogenous Molecules to Gene Therapy'.

Academic Press

1999

Chairman of the Scientific Committee of the 40 Congress of the European Haematology Association,
held in Barcelona (9-12 June 1999)

European Hematology Association

1999 - 2001
Member of the Scientific Committee of the 3 Italy-USA project on ‘Therapy of Tumors'
Istituto Superiore di Sanita

Up to 2002
Associate Editor
British Journal of Haemtaology

Up to 2002
Councilor of the European Hematology Association (EHA)

Up to 2002
Associate Editor
The Hematology Journal

Up to 2004
Editor-in-chief
The Hematology Journal

Up to 2005
Editor of the EHA Newsletter
European Hematology Association (EHA)

Up to 2005
Member of the Education Committee of EHA
European Hematology Association (EHA)

Up to 2006
Member of the Board of BloobMed (Blackwell website dedicated to hematology)
Blackwell

Up to 2006
Scientific Director of Accademia Nazionale di Medicina, Genoa
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Up to 2010
Member of the National Committee for Health Research for the Ministry of Health.

Occupation or position held = Chairman of the GIMEMA Working Party on chronic lymphoproliferative disorders and member of the
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Working Party on acute leukemias.

From June 2007
Member of the Executive Board of EHA
European Hematology Association

2007 - 2009
President Elect
European Hematology Association

2009 - 2011
President
European Hematology Association

2011 -2013
Past President
European Hematology Association

From 2013
Chair of the Education Committee and of the Outreach Unit
European Hematology Association

Postgraduate specialization in Hematology
University of Turin

Postgraduate specialization in Pediatrics
University of Turin

Degree in Medicine at the University of Turin Medical School
University of Turin

ltalian
English
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Research grants

Academic courses

Publications
Selected publications
1.
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» CNR, within the projects ‘Controllo della Crescita Neoplastica’, ‘Oncologia’ and ‘Applicazioni Cliniche
della Ricerca Oncologica’.

o MURST 40% and 60% projects.

 CNR, strategic project on ‘Farmaci per Malattie Orfane’.

» |stituto Superiore di Sanita, within the 1st and 2nd Italy-USA project on ‘Therapy of Tumors’.

e AIRC, coordinator, together with Dr. G. Parmiani, of the Special Project ‘Gene Therapy'.

» |stituto Superiore di Sanita, within the strategic project on ‘Gene Therapy’.

o AIRC, from 1998 onwards.

o Istituto Superiore di Sanita, 1% projects.

e European Commission, “Leonardo da Vinci” project, 2002-2003.

o Ministry of the University, FIRB, “Post-Genoma” Strategic Project, 2002-2004.

e Istituto Superiore di Sanita, “Stem Cells” project.

o European Commission, “European Leukemia Network” project.

o “Microarray Innovations in LEukemia” (MILE) International Project.

o Ministry of Health, “Oncology” project.

o AIRC, Special project “Clinical Molecular Oncology - 5 x Mille”, 2010-2015.

o AIRC, Special project “Clinical Molecular Oncology - 5 x Mille”, Extension Program 2016-2017.

» Corso di Laurea in Medicina e Chirurgia — Canale A - Patologia Integrata IV:

https://corsidilaurea.uniroma1.it/it/corso/2016/medicina-e-chirurgia-roma-azienda-policlinico-umberto-
i/insegnamenti

e Corso di Laurea in Medicina e Chirurgia in inglese — Canale F — Applied Pathology IV:
hitps://corsidilaurea.uniromal.it/it'corso/2016/medicina-e-chirurgia-f-linqua-inglese/insegnamenti

Author and/or co-author of over 550 papers (PubMed)

Rossi D, Diop F, Spaccarotella E, Monti S, Zanni M, Rasi S, Deambrogi C, Spina V, Bruscaggin A,
Favini C, Serra R, Ramponi A, Boldorini R, Foa' R, Gaidano G.

Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma genotyping on the liquid biopsy.
Blood, [Epub ahead of print], 2017.

Ludwig H, Weisel K, Petrucci MT, Leleu X, Cafro AM, Garderet L, Leitgeb C, Foa R, Greil R, Yakoub-
Agha |, Zboralski D, Vauléon S, Diimmler T, Beyer D, Kruschinski A, Riecke K, Baumann M,
Engelhardt M.

Olaptesed pegol, an anti-CXCL12/SDF-1 Spiegelmer, alone and with bortezomib-dexamethasone in
relapsed/refractory multiple myeloma: a Phase lla Study.

Leukemia, 31, 997-1000, 2017.

Kantarjian H, Stein A, Gokbuget N, Fielding AK, Schuh AC, Ribera JM, Wei A, Dombret H, Foa R, Bassan
R, Arslan O, Sanz MA, Bergeron J, Demirkan F, Lech-Maranda E, Rambaldi A, Thomas X, Horst HA,
Briiggemann M, Klapper W, Wood BL, Fleishman A, Nagorsen D, Holland C, Zimmerman Z, Topp MS.

Blinatumomab versus Chemotherapy for Advanced Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.
N Engl J Med., 376, 836-847, 2017.

Comoli P, Basso S, Riva G, Barozzi P, Guido |, Gurrado A, Quartuccio G, Rubert L, Lagreca |, Vallerini
D, Forghieri F, Morselli M, Bresciani P, Cuoghi A, Paolini A, Colaci E, Marasca R, Cuneo A, lughetti L,
Trenti T, Narni F, Foa R, Zecca M, Luppi M, Potenza L.

BCR-ABL-specific T-cell therapy in Ph+ ALL patients on tyrosine-kinase inhibitors.
Blood, 2;129, 582-586, 2017.

Cuneo A, FoaR.
Management of CLL in the elderly.
Ann Oncol, [Epub ahead of print], 2016.
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Gentile M, Shanafelt TD, Rossi D, Laurenti L, Mauro FR, Molica S, Cutrona G,
Uccello G, Campanelli M, Vigna E, Tripepi G, Chaffee KG, Parikh SA, Bossio S,
Recchia AG, Innocenti |, Pasquale R, Neri A, Ferrarini M, Gaidano G, Foa R,
Morabito F.

Validation of the CLL-IPI and comparison with the MDACC prognostic index in newly diagnosed patients.
Blood, 128, 2093-2095, 2016.

Chiaretti S, Vitale A, Vignetti M, Piciocchi A, Fazi P, Elia L, Falini B, Ronco F, Ferrara F, De Fabritiis P,
Luppi M, La Nasa G, Tedeschi A, Califano C, Fanin R, Dore F, Mandelli F, Meloni G, Foa R.

A sequential approach with imatinib, chemotherapy and transplant for adult Ph+ acute lymphoblastic
leukemia: final results of the GIMEMA LAL 0904 study.

Haematologica, 101, 1544-1552, 2016.

Spina V, Khiabanian H, Messina M, Monti S, Cascione L, Bruscaggin A, Spaccarotella E, Holmes AB,
Avrcaini L, Lucioni M, Tabbo F, Zairis S, Diop F, Cerri M, Chiaretti S, Marasca R, Ponzoni M, Deaglio S,
Ramponi A, Tiacci E, Pasqualucci L, Paulli M, Falini B, Inghirami G, Bertoni F, Foa R, Rabadan R,
Gaidano G, Rossi D.

The genetics of nodal marginal zone lymphoma.

Blood,128, 1362-1373, 2016

Gianfelici V, Chiaretti S, Demeyer S, Di Giacomo F, Messina M, La Starza R, Peragine N, Paoloni F,
Geerdens E, Pierini V, Elia L, Mancini M, De Propris MS, Apicella V, Gaidano G, Testi AM, Vitale A,
Vignetti M, Mecucci C, Guarini A, Cools J, Foa R.

RNA sequencing unravels the genetics of refractory/relapsed T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
Prognostic and therapeutic implications.

Haematologica, 101, 941-950, 2016.

Rossi D, Terzi-di-Bergamo L, De Paoli L, Cerri M, Ghilardi G, Chiarenza A, Bulian P, Visco C, Mauro
FR, Morabito F, Cortelezzi A, Zaja F, Forconi F, Laurenti L, Del Giudice |, Gentile M, Vincelli {, Motta M,
Coscia M, Rigolin GM, Tedeschi A, Neri A, Marasca R, Perbellini O, Moreno C, Del Poeta G, Massaia
M, Zinzani PL, Montillo M, Cuneo A, Gattei V, Foa R, Gaidano G.

Molecular prediction of durable remission after first-line fludarabine-cyclophosphamide-rituximab in
chronic lymphocytic leukemia.

Blood, 126, 1921-1924, 2015.

Vargas Romero P, Cialfi S, Palerma R, De Blasio C, Checquolo S, Bellavia D, Chiaretti S, Foa R,
Amadori A, Gulino A, Zardo G, Talora C, Screpanti .

The deregulated expression of miR-125b in acute myeloid leukemia is dependent on the transcription
factor C/EBPa.

Leukemia, 29, 2442-2445, 2015.

Mauro FR, Chauvie S, Paoloni F, Biggi A, Cimino G, Rago A, Gentile M, Morabito F, Coscia M, Belld
M, Sacchetti GM, Rossi D, Laurenti L, Autore F, Campanelli M, Trastulli F, Nicolai E, Riminucci M,
Gaidano G, Guarini A, Gallamini A, Foa R.

Diagnostic and prognostic role of PET/CT in patients with chronic lymphocytic leukemia and
progressive disease

Leukemia, 29, 1360-1365, 2015.

Topp MS, Gokbuget N, Stein AS, Zugmaier G, O'Brien S, Bargou RC, Dombret H, Fielding AK, Heffner
L, Larson RA, Neumann S, Foa R, Litzow M, Ribera JM, Rambaldi A, Schiller G, Briiggemann M, Horst
HA, Holland C, Jia C, Maniar T, Huber B, Nagorsen D, Forman SJ, Kantarjian HM.

Safety and activity of blinatumomab for adult patients with relapsed or refractory B-precursor acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia: a multicentre, single-arm, phase 2 study.

Lancet Oncol, 16, 57-66, 2015
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Piva R, Deaglio S, Fama R, Buonincontri R, Scarfo I, Bruscaggin A, Mereu E, Serra S, Spina V, Brusa
D, Garaffo G, Monti S, Dal Bo M, Marasca R, Arcaini L, Neri A, Gattei V, Paulli M, Tiacci E, Bertoni F,
Pileri SA, Foa R, Inghirami G, Gaidano G, Rossi D.

The Kriippel-like factor 2 transcription factor gene is recurrently mutated in splenic marginal zone
lymphoma.

Leukemia, 29, 503-507, 2015.

Tiacci E, Park JH, De Carolis L, Chung SS, Broccoli A, Scott S, Zaja F, Devlin S, Pulsoni A, Chung YR,
Cimminiello M, Kim E, Rossi D, Stone RM, Motta G, Saven A, Varettoni M, Altman JK, Anastasia A,
Grever MR, Ambrosetti A, Rai KR, Fraticelli V, Lacouture ME, Carella AM, Levine BL, Leoni P, Rambaldi
A, Falzetti F, Ascani S, Capponi M, Martelli MP, Park CY, Pileri SA, Rosen N, Foa R, Berger MF, Zinzani
PL, Abdel-Wahab O, Falini B, Tallman MS.

Targeting Mutant BRAF in Relapsed or Refractory Hairy-Cell Leukemia.
N Engl J Med., 373, 1733-1747, 2015,

Foa R.
Changes in the freatment landscape for chronic lymphoid leukemia.
N Engl J Med., 371, 273-274, 2014,

Bucaneve G, Micozzi A, Picardi M, Ballanti S, Cascavilla N, Salutari P, Specchia G, Fanci R, Luppi M,
Cudillo L, Cantaffa R, Milone G, Bocchia M, Martinelli G, Offidani M, Chierichini A, Fabbiano F, Quarta
G, Primon V, Martino B, Manna A, Zuffa E, Ferrari A, Gentile G, Foa R, Del Favero A.

Results of a multicenter, controlled, randomized clinical trial evaluating the combination of
piperacillin/tazobactam and tigecycline in high-risk hematologic patients with cancer with febrile
neutropenia.

J Clin Oncol., 32, 1463-1471, 2014.

Messina M, Del Giudice |, Khiabanian H, Rossi D, Chiaretti S, Rasi S, Spina V, Holmes AB, Marinelli M,
Fabbri G, Piciocchi A, Mauro FR, Guarini A, Gaidano G, Dalla-Favera R, Pasqualucci L, Rabadan R,
FoaR.

Genetic lesions associated with chronic lymphocytic leukemia chemo-refractoriness.
Blood, 123, 2378-2388, 2014,

Cortelezzi A, Sciumé M, Liberati AM, Vincenti D, Cuneo A, Reda G, Laurenti L, Zaja F, Marasca R,
Chiarenza A, Gritti G, Orsucci L, Storti S, Angelucci E, Cascavilla N, Gobbi M, Mauro FR, Morabito F,
Fabris S, Piciocchi A, Vignetti M, Neri A, Rossi D, Giannarelli D, Guarini A, Foa R.

Bendamustine in combination with ofatumumab in relapsed or refractory chronic lymphocytic leukemia:
a GIMEMA Muiticenter Phase Il Trial.

Leukemia, 28, 642-648, 2014.

Giona F, Teofili L, Capodimonti S, Laurino M, Martini M, Marzella D, Palumbo G, Diverio D, Foa R,
Larocca LM.

CALR mutations in patients with essential thrombocythemia diagnosed in childhood and adolescence.
Blood, 123, 3677-3679, 2014,

Rossi D, Khiabanian H, Spina V, Ciardullo C, Bruscaggin A, Fama R, Rasi S, Monti S, Deambrogi C,
De Paoli L, Wang J, Gattei V, Guarini A, Foa R, Rabadan R, Gaidano G..

Clinical impact of small TP53 mutated subclones in chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
Blood, 123, 2139-2147, 2014.

Rossi D, Rasi S, Spina V, Bruscaggin A, Monti S, Ciardullo C, Deambrogi C, Khiabanian H, Serra R,
Bertoni F, Forconi F, Laurenti L, Marasca R, Dal-Bo M, Rossi FM, Bulian P, Nomdedeu J, Del Poeta G,
Gattei V, Pasqualucci L, Rabadan R, Foa R, Dalla-Favera R, Gaidano G.
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Integrated mutational and cytogenetic analysis identifies new prognostic subgroups in chronic
lymphocytic leukemia.

Blood, 121, 1403-1412, 2013

Foa R, Guarini A.
A mechanism-driven treatment for chronic lymphocytic leukemia?
N Engl J Med., 369, 85-87, 2013.

Tiacci E, Schiavoni G, Forconi F, Santi A, Trentin L, Ambrosetti A, Cecchini D, Sozzi E, Francia di Celle
P, Di Bello C, Pulsoni A, Foa R, Inghirami G, Falini B.

Simple genetic diagnosis of hairy cell leukemia by sensitive detection of the BRAF-V600E mutation.
Blood, 119, 192-195, 2012,

Rossi D, Fangazio M, Rasi S, Vaisitti T, Monti S, Cresta S, Chiaretti S, Del Giudice |, Fabbri G,
Bruscaggin A, Spina V, Deambrogi C, Marinelli M, Fama R, Greco M, Daniele G, Forconi F, Gattei V,
Bertoni F, Deaglio S, Pasqualucci L, Guarini A, Dalla-Favera R, Foa R, Gaidano G.

Disruption of BIRC3 associates with fludarabine chemorefractoriness in TP53 wild-type chronic
lymphocytic leukemia.

Blood, 119, 2854-2862, 2012.

Rossi D, Rasi S, Fabbri G, Spina V, Fangazio M, Forconi F, Marasca R, Laurenti L, Bruscaggin A, Cerri
M, Monti S, Cresta S, Fama R, De Paoli L, Bulian P, Gattei V, Guarini A, Deaglio S, Capello D,
Rabadan R, Pasqualucci L, Dalla-Favera R, Foa R, Gaidano G.

Mutations of NOTCH1 are an independent predictor of survival in chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
Biood, 119, 521-529, 2012.

Breccia M, Mazzarella L, Bagnardi V, Disalvatore D, Loglisci G, Cimino G, Testi AM, Awvisati G, Petti
MC, Minotti C, Latagliata R, Foa R, Pelicci PG, Lo-Coco F

Increased BMI correlates with higher risk of disease relapse and differentiation syndrome in patients
with acute promyelocytic leukemia treated with the AIDA protocols.

Blood, 119, 49-54, 2012

Coscia M, Vitale C, Peola S, Foglietta M, Rigoni M, Griggio V, Castella B, Angelini D, Chiaretti S,
Riganti C, Guarini A, Drandi D, Ladetto M, Bosia A, Foa R, Battistini L, Boccadoro M, Fournié JJ,
Massaia M.

Dysfunctional Vy9Vo2 T cells are negative prognosticators and markers of dysregulated mevalonate
pathway activity in chronic lymphocytic leukemia cells.

Blood, 120, 3271-3279, 2012.

Rossi D, Trifonov V, Fangazio M, Bruscaggin A, Rasi S, Spina V, Monti S, Vaisitti T, Arruga F, Fama R,
Ciardullo C, Greco M, Cresta S, Piranda D, Holmes A, Fabbri G, Messina M, Rinaldi A, Wang J,
Agostinelli C, Piccaluga PP, Lucioni M, Tabbo F, Serra R, Franceschetti S, Deambrogi C, Daniele G,
Gattei V, Marasca R, Facchetti F, Arcaini L, Inghirami G, Bertoni F, Pileri SA, Deaglio S, Foa R, Dalla-
Favera R, Pasqualucci L, Rabadan R, Gaidano G.

The coding genome of splenic marginal zone lymphoma: activation of NOTCH2 and other pathways
regulating marginal zone development.

J Exp Med, 209, 1537-1551, 2012.

Porcu M, Kleppe M, Gianfelici V, Geerdens E, De Keersmaecker K, Tartaglia M, Foa R, Soulier J,
Cauwelier B, Uyttebroeck A, Macintyre E, Vandenberghe P, Asnafi V, Cools J.

Mutation of the receptor tyrosine phosphatase PTPRC (CD45) in T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
Blood, 119, 4476-4479, 2012.
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Gaidano G, Foa R, Dalla-Favera R.
Molecular pathogenesis of chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
J Clin Invest., 122, 3432-3438, 2012,

Giona F, Teofili L, Moleti ML, Martini M, Palumbo G, Amendola A, Mazzucconi MG, Testi AM, Pignoloni
P, Orlando SM, Capodimonti S, Nanni M, Leone G, Larocca LM, Foa R.

Thrombocythemia and polycythemia in patients younger than 20 years at diagnosis: clinical and
biologic features, treatment, and long-term outcome.

Blood, 119, 2219-2227, 2012.

Rossi D, Bruscaggin A, Spina V, Rasi S, Khiabanian H, Messina M, Fangazio M, Vaisitti T, Monti S,
Chiaretti S, Guarini A, Del Giudice |, Cerri M, Cresta S, Deambrogi C, Gargiulo E, Gattei V, Forconi F,
Bertoni F, Deaglio S, Rabadan R, Pasqualucci L, Foa R, Dalla-Favera R, Gaidano G.

Mutations of the SF3B1 splicing factor in chronic lymphocytic leukemia: association with progression
and fludarabine-refractoriness.

Blood, 118, 6904-6908, 2011.

Foa R, Jaeger U.
Caring for patients with haematological malignancies.
Lancet Oncol, 12, 928-929, 2011.

Foa R, Vitale A, Vignetti M, Meloni G, Guarini A, De Propris MS, Elia L, Paoloni F, Fazi P, Cimino G,
Nobile F, Ferrara F, Castagnola C, Sica S, Leoni P, Zuffa E, Fozza C, Luppi M, Candoni A, lacobucci |,
Soverini S, Mandelli F, Martinelli G, Baccarani M.-

Dasatinib as first-line treatment for adult patients with Philadelphia chromosome-positive acute
lymphoblastic leukemia

Blood, 118, 6521-6528, 2011,

Tiacci E, Trifonov V, Schiavoni G, Holmes A, Kern W, Martelli MP, Pucciarini A, Bigerna B, Pacini R,
Wells VA, Sportoletti P, Pettirossi V, Mannucci R, Elliott O, Liso A, Ambrosetti A, Pulsoni A, Forconi F,
Trentin L, Semenzato G, Inghirami G, Capponi M, Di Raimondo F, Patti C, Arcaini L, Musto P, Pileri S,

Haferlach C, Schnittger S, Pizzolo G, Foa R, Farinelli L, Haferlach T, Pasqualucci L, Rabadan R, Falini
B.

BRAF mutations in hairy-cell leukemia.
N Engl J Med., 364, 2305-2315, 2011,

Fabbri G, Rasi S, Rossi D, Trifonov V, Khiabanian H, Ma J, Grunn A, Fangazio M, Capello D, Monti S,
Cresta S, Gargiulo E, Forconi F, Guarini A, Arcaini L, Paulli M, Laurenti L, Larocca LM, Marasca R,
Gattei V, Oscier D, Bertoni F, Mullighan CG, Foa R, Pasqualucci L, Rabadan R, Dalla-Favera R,
Gaidano G.

Analysis of the chronic lymphocytic leukemia coding genome: role of NOTCH1 mutational activation.
J Exp Med, 208, 1389-1401, 2011.

Kleppe M, Soulier J, Asnafi V, Mentens N, Hornakova T, Knoops L, Constantinescu S, Sigaux F,
Meijerink JP, Vandenberghe P, Tartaglia M, Foa R, Macintyre E, Haferlach T, Cools J.

PTPN2 negatively regulates oncogenic JAKT in T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
Blood, 117, 7090-7098, 2011,

Rossi D, Rasi S, Di Rocco A, Fabbri A, Forconi F, Gloghini A, Bruscaggin A, Franceschetti S, Fangazio
M, De Paoli L, Bruna R, Capello D, Chiappella A, Lobetti Bodoni C, Giachelia M, Tisi MC, Pogliani EM,
Lauria F, Ladetto M, Hohaus S, Martelli M, Vitolo U, Carbone A, Foa R, Gaidano G.

The host genetic background of DNA repair mechanisms is an independent predictor of survival in
diffuse large B-cell lymphoma.
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